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What's Happening In The Computer Lab

Kindergarten: Students in kindergarten are practicing their mouse skills.
Students are learning how to place their hand on a mouse and the
functions of a mouse. In my class the students have learned how to click
and drag an item across a screen, as well as, use the scroll button to
navigate on a page! Kindergarten uses a program called K-5 Technology
where they practice their mouse skills, keyboarding skills, math skills, and
learn about internet safety! Kindergarten also uses a program called MobyMax, which �lls educational
learning gaps in the classroom. Students have been having so much fun learning how to use a mouse
and being able to work on a computer! Some family talking points are; What is a mouse? How do you
place your hand on a mouse? Where is the scroll wheel located on a mouse? What does a scroll do?
How do you open a program on a computer? 
 
First Grade: Students in �rst grade are working on their mouse skills! Students have been working on
a program called MobyMax. MobyMax is a program designed to �ll educational learning gaps in the
classroom. Students are learning how to be great digital citizens by creating safe and strong
passwords. In �rst grade, we have also been using a program called K-5 Technology to practice our
mouse skills. Students have been having so much fun in computers and love practicing their computer
skills! Some family talking points are; What is a password? How do you create a strong password?
Who do you share your passwords with?
 
Second Grade: Students in second grade are working on practicing their mouse and keyboarding
skills. Students use a program called Typing Agent which supports students learning in typing, coding,
Spanish, and digital citizenship. In Typing Agent our goal for second grade is to type with 85%
accuracy and complete 10 WPM (words per minute). Students have been working towards this goal
and accomplishing the typing tasks in Typing Agent. We have had so much fun setting up our
accounts for Typing Agent, as well as, beginning our keyboarding and mouse practice! Some family
talking points are; What is a username? What is a password? How do we keep our information safe?
Where do you place your hands on a keyboard?
 
Third Grade: Third graders are practicing their keyboarding foundations. Third graders have set
usernames and passwords for a program called Typing Agent. Typing Agent is a great program that
offers practice in typing, coding, Spanish, and digital citizenship. Third grade has already begun
practicing their keyboarding skills in Typing Agent. Students have learned what the home row of a
keyboard is and how to practice typing using the home row. Third grades typing goal is to type with
85% accuracy and complete 15 WPM (words per minute). Some family talking points for third grade
are; What are the qualities of a digital citizen? How do you keep your information safe? Where is the
home row on a keyboard?
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Fourth Grade: In fourth grade we have created accounts for a program called Typing Agent. Typing
Agent is a program that students use to practice typing, coding, Spanish, and digital citizenship.
Fourth graders have already begun their work on Typing Agent and have been practicing their typing
skills! In fourth grade our typing goal is to type with 85% accuracy and 20 WPM (words per minute). In
the upcoming weeks we will be setting up our student Google accounts and begin our work with
Google Docs! It has been amazing working with fourth grade and I am very excited for this year! Some
family talking points are; What is the home row on the keyboard? How to you keep your information
private? What is a strong password?
 
Fifth Grade: Fifth graders have begun their work on Google, as well as, a program called Typing Agent.
Students have set strong passwords to keep their information safe and we have discussed the
importance of being great digital citizens! Typing Agent is a program that offers practice in typing,
coding, Spanish, and digital citizenship. So far in computers we have been focusing on typing and
creating Google Doc's. Students typing goal for �fth grade is to type with 85% accuracy and complete
25 WPM (words per minute). Students will be using Google Docs and Slides in the upcoming months.
Some family talking points are; What is a strong password? How do we keep our information safe?
What is Google Docs? How do you share a Google Doc?

Project Lead the Way (PLTW)

A Note From Mrs. Kehney

Hello Families! I am very pleased to be your students computer education teacher. I recently moved to
Washington from Southern California. In California, I earned my Master of Arts in Teaching from
Western Governors University. I am extremely blessed for the opportunity to be apart of NCA and this
wonderful community. It has been amazing getting to know each of your students at NCA and I look
forward to meeting all of you. Your students have already had so much fun in my classroom working
on digital citizenship and computer practice. There is so much more to learn in computers and I am
very excited for the rest of this school year!

What's Happening in PLTW

Kindergarten: Students in Kindergarten are learning about what engineers are and structure and
function - great vocabulary words! We learn about structure and function by studying some of our
favorite stories: Jack and the Beanstalk and The Three Little Pigs. Students will be tasked with their
�rst engineering design problem: building Jack's beanstalk! The tricky part will be getting the beanstalk
to hold up the golden egg! After that students will build the 3 little pigs homes: straw, wood and brick.
Then of course the fun part of blowing them all down! The last piece of this module is SO creative:
students will be tasked with designing their own paint tool to paint with. We always have so much fun
and of course they love to bring their designs home to show their parents.
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First Grade

Nate is sharing his blueprint
drawing of his playground.

Kindergarten

Students are building the 3
little pigs houses.

5th Grade

Max is building his robot that
will be used in a �ctitious
hazmat simulation.

First Grade: 1st graders are becoming experts on all things sun, moon and stars! We started out with
a story about our friends who have realized that it's just too hot to play outside at school. They need
shade! Students are in process of building mini playground models. Once built, they will design a cover
to provide shade to their playground. We will test their covers with UV beads!
 
Second Grade: One of the favorite units known as the "popsicle module" is what 2nd graders are
working on. We've read the story of our friends who are on their way to a soccer game. Only they
forgot to bring a cooler for the popsicles! Oh no! They have a few supplies available to them in their
car. Students will take those supplies to build a "freezer box" to keep the popsicles cold while they play
their soccer game. Along the way we study insulators, how heat moves and what different
fabrics/products to use when and where. We also learn to read a thermometer! Students will test their
freezer boxes with real popsicles under a heat lamp.
 
Third Grade: Third graders are learning about all things �ight! Students were presented with a story
that a natural disaster had hit and we were tasked with designing a glider that could carry cargo in to
provide supplies. We are studying the 4 forces of �ight: Lift, drag, weight and thrust. Since we have
Boeing so near and dear, we're also studying the different types of Boeing airplanes. Students have
just begun designing their glider in Autodesk CAD and will build the real glider next. After that we make
test �ights in the hall with weights attached. The goal will be to �y as far as possible with as much
weight as possible.
 
Fourth Grade: Students in 4th grade are studying movement and energy and collisions! We began by
studying kinetic and potential energy. From there we moved in to car crashes and how cars are
designed to keep up safe. Next up, students are building cars and will be tasked with designing a
seatbelt to keep an egg safe. We will crash test their seatbelts outside and video them in slow motion.
It's one of the most fun projects - lots of learning and lots of "oh, i could have done this to prevent my
egg from cracking".
 
Fifth Grade: All things ROBOTICS in happening in 5th grade. We spend the �rst half of the year
building, designing and programming a Vex robot. Students read the story of a natural disaster where
hazardous materials spilled. The use of robots cleaning up the mess will save human lives and that is
just what they are tasked to do. Our simulation will involve their robot having 2 minutes to move
"hazmats" or in our case, colored blocks, in to safe zones. Students have built their robot and will be
learning to drive and program the robot in the coming weeks.

A Note From Mrs. Sherwood

The Lord has brought each one of your families here with a purpose. I'm SO thankful you're here. Your
students are inquisitive, creative, thoughtful, kind, willing and eager to learn! I'm amazed every single
day at their abilities. I love teaching PLTW because it's so open for curious students to learn more in so
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many different areas. Kids �nd they love art through architecture or the science of speed through
airplanes or studying safety as they design seatbelts or maybe even they love the process of coding a
program for their robot. There is so much to learn in the world of Engineering and design and I couldn't
be more thankful to be on this path with YOUR students.

5th Grade Garden Club

Our 5th grade Garden Club is busy getting seedlings started! The Tower Garden has been such a great
addition to our classroom - the kids love to come in and check and balance the pH levels. We are
currently growing:

Gourmet and Bibb lettuce
Kale
Parsley
Cherry Tomatoes
Cucumbers
Oregano
Lavender
Rosemary
Rainbow Chard
Basil
Cilantro

 
We are looking for gardening supplies for our outdoor garden if you have any you'd like to donate!



Outdoor Garden

The current state of our
outdoor garden... the before
photo!

Tower Garden

Our in-door hydroponic
garden is growing very well,
the garden club loves to test
the pH levels and monitor
the growth.

Weeding

5th grade garden club
weeding the outdoor garden.
We even found a few
remaining beets!

Meet The Tech Team

Who's Who in IT @ NCA?

Mrs. Nataley Kehney is new to our school this year. She teaches K-5
computer education classes as well as middle school chess and logic.
She just moved here from California, please welcome her if you see her in
the halls!
 
Mrs. Raine Sherwood is on her 11th year at Northshore. She teaches K-5 Project Lead the Way (PLTW)
and middle school coding. She has 4 children who attend NCA.
 
Mr. Kris Peterson has been here for 20 years. He has two daughters who both attended NCA. He is the
head of our IT department.
 
Mr. Erik Groves is our media support specialist. He works with multiple departments to create media
and support NCA. He has been here for 15 years and has 2 children.
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