
German 1, 2 & 3 at NCA – MS 6-8th grade 

First Quarter 
 

 

Hello, my name is Antje Eichhorn-Scott and this is my third year teaching middle school German. I was 

born and raised in Germany. I have been in Washington for almost 30 years now and have raised my family 

here. I love teaching German, and I have been teaching it to everyone from preschoolers to adults. Teaching 

German for me is not just language instruction but an immersion into another culture. My students not only 

learn the necessary vocabulary, they also learn about the culture, history and cuisine of the country. 

 

With the new class coming in, I have used the first quarter mainly for introductions to colors and 

numbers and clothing vocabulary. Numbers and colors are a review for my second and third years but they have 

been a big help teaching German1 students and in return firming up their own knowledge. Clothing vocabulary 

is new to all students and is challenging beginners and advanced students alike. If we are working with familiar 

vocabulary, I try to challenge advanced students by giving them more advanced worksheets and assignments. 

  

The introduction to German culture started for the first years with the tradition of a Schultüte - A gift 

cone - that is given to children when they start school. First years, just like their counterparts in years past 

received a mini cone with sweets. All first years got their picture taken with an actual Schultüte and we got a 

class picture. 

 

In October we celebrated Oktoberfest and learned all about where it originated and that the name is a bit 

misleading since it actually starts in September. We had our own classroom celebration with Sauerkraut & 

Wurst and a typical German cake.  

 

November is here and on the 9th is the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall. We have been 

talking about East and West Germany and the reunification. Students are working on a history project that will 

commemorate that day. Every student is creating an art piece representing a part of the wall. It will be presented 

as one wall in the MS Hallway together with facts about the wall. On the 11th Germany celebrates Sankt 

Martin’s Tag – Saint Martin’s day – St. Martin was born around 316 AD, and he dedicated his life to 

performing missionary work and helping the poor and ostracized. Many towns in Germany have a lantern 

parade in his honor. Our students will be making their own lanterns. Last year we made paper lanterns, this year 

we will be doing a lantern with an upcycled glass jar. I am not sure what the theme will be but I have a city 

silhouette in mind… 

  

A big part of our class is our classroom routine that engages students and encourages them to immerse 

themselves into German culture. We have a trivia question every day that students have to research as part of 

their Ready/not Ready grade and frequently a speaking assignment that every student has to accomplish in front 

of the other students. Games are played that help with new vocabulary and we often listen to music. 

 

A look ahead to the second quarter…December is close and with it a look at vocabulary for weather, 

house & garden and everything Christmas. Culturally we will discover the season and its traditions. Advent is a 

wonderful time to explore and discover the cultural differences and learn how Germans enjoy this season. I 

hope to bake with my students this year. We will taste cookies and other German treats and make an advent 

calendar to count down to Christmas. 

 

 

If you would like to contact me – please email me at ascott@nca.school 
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