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Message from the Superintendent
Welcome Back

It is with great focus on health and safety that we welcome you to the new school year.
Preparations are in place for a successful school year. Our team has been working diligently to
produce a plan that will emphasize the physical health and safety as well as the social and
emotional well-being of our children. In the following pages, you will find details regarding daily
student life, campus cleaning, and school operations for 2020-21.
As school year plans are formulated and new procedures are implemented, we are reminded that
our primary purpose is to provide the best and safest learning environment for our children. A
special thank you is expressed to our Opening Task Force, Medical Advisory Team, NCA
Leadership Team and School Board for their input into this plan.
On Campus Learning: We are blessed with a school campus that affords advantages during
COVID: 166,000 square foot buildings, 33 acres, 8 recess areas, 7 large auditorium-style spaces,
60 large classrooms, and a strong parent/school partnership of cooperation and commitment. In
addition, the HVAC system is calibrated to high filtering and fresh air levels meeting ‘pandemic’
settings set by industry standards. Sanitizing equipment and processes are state of the art and
utilized throughout campus every day. Students remain in cohorts throughout the day with
physical distancing, face masks, health checks, and frequent hand-sanitizing in place.
On Campus Learning can quickly pivot to distance learning as needed. If classrooms need to
toggle to distance learning, our Tech Education team has prepared for a seamless classroom
instruction shift led by the classroom teacher. New enhancements are in place for success.
Returning to in-house classroom instruction is the priority after a period of required Distance
Learning.
100% Virtual Academy for families who choose to remain home while at NCA: excellent NCA
teachers assigned to each student, high-quality curriculum provided, biblical integration, learning
goals aligned to NCA standards, participation in some virtual events, and ability to slide into open
classroom seats when available.
We are very confident we can accomplish the goal of optimum learning while mitigating the risk
of the virus. Thank you for your partnership.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Holly Leach
Superintendent
Mr. Jordan Gage
Assistant Superintendent
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Returning Safely to Campus
Guiding Principles

The reopening plan for our school has been designed with a phased approach that allows us to
hold steady, prepare for interruptions, or make changes to reflect new guidance. We will maintain
flexibility as we continue to monitor CDC, The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), and health
department (DOH) guidelines and recommendations.
The following 6 guiding principles reflect the standards, procedures, and protocols we are
evaluating for the implementation of our reopening in September. Please keep in mind these are
subject to change depending on current CDC, AAP, and health department recommendations.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Maintaining a Healthy Campus Environment
Monitoring illness
Maintaining mask and physical distancing requirements
Promoting daily hygiene routines
Evaluating restrictions
Supporting well-being

Northshore Christian Academy Guide To Reopening | 2020-2021

Page 4

Campus Health & Safety
Guiding Principles
NCA plans to resume on-campus, in-person teaching and learning for the 2020-2021 school year
beginning September 8, 2020. The school will adhere to the guidelines and recommendations
from the CDC, AAP, the health department, the Reopening Task Force, and the Medical Advisory
Committee.

1. Maintaining a Healthy Campus Environment

Social
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Daily Health
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Safety Procedures Training
Returning to campus is going to look and
feel different for us. NCA is
implementing many changes to
support best practices necessary for
schools to reopen safely. To ensure
everyone is familiar with our new
safety protocols and routines, NCA is
providing all students and employees
with Safety Procedures Training.

Safety Signage
Signs posted in highly visible locations
that promote everyday protective
measures and describe how to stop
the spread of germs.

Entrance Check Stations and
Closed Campus
Temperature check stations are in
place at entrance points. Access to
buildings are only for students, staff
and visitors with specific appointments.

Cleaning and Disinfecting Procedures
Thorough cleaning procedures and routines are in place daily and nightly. Three new processes
including electrostatic and fumigator machines provide additional ways to maintain a sanitized
environment. All processes have been approved by CDC and safe for school environments.
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Ventilation System
In 2011, the HVAC equipment at Northshore was upgraded with the CATALYST System developed
by Transformative Wave Technologies. This system gave us greater control and efficiency in the
operation of our units and allowed us to take advantage of Demand Control Ventilation, ease of
scheduling, and the ability to quickly make adjustments to our HVAC including making adjustments
to outside air volumes. We are in the process of converting our legacy controller to their updated
cloud-based platform, which will provide enhanced features including a Pandemic Mode, which will
allow us to reprogram our RTUs at the touch of a button for ASHRAE and CDC Covid-19
recommendations.

We are currently using MERV8 filters. In consulting with our HVAC service company and
Transformative Wave, we believe that increasing the volume of outside air will reduce the urgency
for upgrading filters. We have offered the use of our electrostatic sprayer for use in disinfecting the
MERV8 filters when they are changed out by our service provider.
“Let me first say that you are among only a handful of churches that actually have the
ability to address these new recommendations from the CDC and ASHRAE via
technology. As it turns out, beyond energy efficiency, the CATALYST provides the
connectivity and deep reach into the RTU economizers to facilitate an automated
response. You can take some pride in this. In fact, I am confident that less than 5%
of all single story and two-story commercial buildings have the tools to do what
you can do.” Danny Miller, President of Transformative Wave

Shared Hands-On Teaching Materials
Cleaning and disinfecting hands-on materials as often as after each use. Limitation of teaching
materials to those that are easily cleaned. As noted by the DOH’s guidelines, children’s books and
other paper-based materials are not high risk for spreading the virus.
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2. Monitoring Illness
Keeping our campus healthy will be a collective effort, one we are asking everyone in our school
community to support. With everyone’s cooperation, we have a much better chance of minimizing
risk and maintaining a healthy environment. Notifying the school if someone in your family has
tested positive for COVID-19 is vital. Tracing diagnosed cases within our school community will
allow a better understanding of school-wide health.

Health and Wellness Pledge: A Family Commitment
Following the Governor’s Phase requirements with your family is critical for our school community.
During Phase 2, only groups of 5 or less, outside a family group, are allowed with masks and social
distancing in place. Large social events could have a significant impact on exposing our school.

Daily Temperature and Health Checks
Daily health screenings (temperature check, questionnaire, and symptom check) will help to keep
the school day healthy. Health checks upon entering school and mid-day (as necessary) are part of
the school routine. Touchless thermometers are abundant on campus for greater efficiency.
Students, staff, and visitors will be checked at entrance points every day.

NCA Response Team
The response team will be responsible for maintaining healthcare protocols while adhering to CDC,
AAP, and health department procedures. The COVID Medical Advisory Committee will advise the
school and church. The Fall Safe Start Task Force provides representation to the development of
opening plans.

Health Clinic
The health clinic, led by our school nurse Mrs. Gina Kikuta, BSN, is ready to provide screening and
isolation as needed. Additional health care staff will be on-site assisting in our designated isolation
room if needed.

If a student runs a fever, is coughing or short of breath, he/she will be sent quickly to the health
room and assessed. If it is determined the student has illness symptoms, they will be cared for in
the isolation room until a parent can pick them up from school.
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Deciding when to stay home
Parents knowing when to keep children home from school is a very important part of keeping our
campus healthy. We have outlined key protocols to help families determine when a child should
stay home.

Is a member of the
household positive for
COVID-19, awaiting test
results or experiencing
COVID-like symptoms?

YES

1. Stay home
2. Call your doctor
3. Inform NCA

Is the student
unwell with
COVID-like
symptoms?

Does the student
have a fever of
99.6 °F
or higher?

Has the student been
fever-free without
medication for 72
hours?

YES

YES

YES

1. Stay home
2. Call your doctor
3. Inform NCA
4. Rest and Recover

Communicate with the divisional principal to determine a student’s return date.
Northshore Christian Academy will follow the Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines as to
when any student, faculty, or staff member may safely return to school

If a student or faculty/staff member is diagnosed with COVID-19, the NCA Response Team is
trained in maintaining healthcare protocols and will adhere to CDC, AAP, and health department
procedures.
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3. Maintaining Physical Distancing
Understanding that schools, by design, are not conducive to physical distancing, NCA will adhere to
guidelines in order to maintain a safe learning environment. According to the CDC, AAP, and DOH,
keeping distance, handwashing, and wearing a face mask are key to eliminating exposure. Our Fall
Opening Task Force has determined campus routines throughout the day to maintain social
distancing. This includes hallways, classrooms, restrooms, and recess. We understand that small
children need encouragement and monitoring to maintain 4-6 feet distance.

4. Promoting Daily Hygiene Routines
Facility team members will deep clean spaces after hours as well as wipe down door handles and
hard surfaces during the day. Students will partner with faculty/staff to prioritize regular cleaning
practices for desks, equipment, writing utensils, and other classroom materials. Sharing of learning
supplies will be avoided.

Requirements of Face Coverings
Face coverings are required by the Governor’s Phased Start plan for all citizens. The state licensing
agencies require face coverings for all children over the age of 5. Snohomish County DOH has
conveyed to us that face masks are preferred, however, face shields are acceptable as an
alternative due to health reasons. Face shields need to tightly fit, cover below the chin, and around
to the ears.

Two clean face masks need to accompany children to school every day. They must fit tightly around
the nose and below the mouth. Masks can be patterned and colorful. However, they cannot be
offensive, political in nature, or scary to others. All adults on campus must wear face masks.
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5. Evaluating Restrictions
NCA continues to evaluate recommendations, mandates, data, and successful practices across the
nation. In order to control the environment under shifting health conditions, movement on and off
campus will have to be reshaped; checking students in and out of school, volunteering, parent and
student-led conferences, etc. There will be a strict protocol for any visitor entering campus
regarding substitutes, tutors, vendors, etc. In addition, retreats, class trips, expeditionary learning
experiences, and field trips will have to be reimagined or delayed to the spring. Athletic teams and
performing arts programs are subject to outside agency guidelines that are substantially impacted
by COVID 19. At this time those are postponed and under review for 2nd semester by outside
agencies.

6. Support Well-Being
The social, emotional, and spiritual health of our students, staff, and community is a high priority
during this unprecedented, evolving situation. A daily routine connecting students with teachers can
increase feelings of safety, security, and stability. Therefore, our culture will be one that cultivates
loving, secure relationships and avenues to process feelings and express thoughts.

The school recognizes that students and staff have been at home for an extended period of time
while having very little social interaction. NCA is ready to serve and support our community as we
reunite in September. Our school counselors, nurse, campus pastors, principals, and teachers are
ready to provide a loving, secure environment with additional emotional supports as needed.

Our school plans to focus on social, emotional, and spiritual instruction through the guidance of our
two counselors and campus pastors. We recognize students do best in social settings and may
need to relearn some skills lost over the past six months.
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Academic Continuity
Teaching & Learning

Standard of Care
Northshore Christian Academy will provide a standard of care following the mandates set forth by
the CDC, DOH, and Governor for schools. While implementing these new mandates, NCA has four
key goals for the first three weeks of school:
•

Assessing a student’s learning level and setting out an individualized plan for academic
growth.

•

Building a dynamic, loving classroom community that connect students and teacher for
optimal learning. Assessing each student’s social, emotional, and spiritual needs.

•

Sharpening student’s learning tools such as organizational skills and tech mastery skills in
light of distance learning possibilities.

•

Training in school routines that comply with the DOH and CDC mandates for in-person
instruction.

Programs that meet the DOH guidelines and will continue in September:
•

Thrive Academic Tutoring

•

Individual instrument lessons

•

Speech Meet and Math Competitions

With mandates set by the DOH and CDC, several longstanding programs will be delayed until
cleared to start up second semester:
•

Athletics

•

Fine Arts concerts and the Musical

•

Northshore School of Arts and Enrichment group classes

•

Cub scouts

•

Safety Patrol

•

PTF Popcorn Friday
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Academic Continuity
Teaching & Learning
Health and Wellness
The following safety measures related to health and wellness will be implemented during both
Phase 2 and Phase 3:
•

Students, faculty, staff, and administrators will abide by the school’s face covering policy.

•

All students will be temperature checked at arrival and prior to dismissal. Any student with a
temperature of 99.6 or higher will be sent home.

•

Faculty and staff will teach and reinforce frequent hand washing, the covering of coughs and
sneezes, and a no-touching the face or one another.

•

Each classroom will be stocked with adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors
including paper towels, hand sanitizer, tissues, and no-touch trash cans.

•

Signs will be visible throughout the school and classrooms on how to stop the spread of
COVID-19, properly wash hands, and promote everyday protective measures.

•

Hand sanitizer stations will be located throughout the school - students, faculty, and staff are
required to use upon entering and exiting classrooms.

Classroom Environment
The following safety measures related to the classroom environment will be implemented during
both Phase 2 and Phase 3:
•

Student desks and tables will be arranged with the maximum social distancing measures
possible.

•

Student desks and tables will be arranged to reduce face-to-face positioning as much as
possible.

•

Water fountains will not be accessible in the classroom. All students are encouraged to bring
a water bottle to school each day.

•

Classroom materials and furniture have been minimized for more space and less surface
contamination.

•

Students will use their own personal school supplies. There will be no shared supplies.

Northshore Christian Academy Guide To Reopening | 2020-2021

Page 13

•

Movement by students within the classroom will be monitored to support social distancing
measures.

•

Student and staff groupings will remain as static as possible having the same group of
children stay with the same classroom.

•

Students will be permitted to bring backpacks, but we do ask students to only bring those
items needed for school each day (lunch box, homework folder, water bottle).

•

4th – 8th graders will only use their assigned Chromebooks in their classrooms.
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Elementary and Middle School
Student Life Details

Elementary School Information

Below you will find the routines/plans created with great deliberation and will be subject to change
as the year continues.
Student Arrival
All 1st-8th grade students are required to be dropped off for school using the designated carline. In
order to comply with the recommendation of limiting nonessential visitors on campus, parents
walking students on campus or in the building will not be permitted during the first period of NCA
being back to school. Kindergarten parents will be allowed to park in the main front parking lot and
walk their students down to the back glass-doors of their child’s classroom.

The following safety measures related to arrival will be implemented during this initial period:
● Arrival Protocols are a bit different this year. Families will drop off their children during arrival
following the below guidelines:
○ K through 2nd Grade: Left side of the carline closest to the school building
○ 3rd Grade-8th Grade: Use right or left side of the carline depending on length of line,
parent’s choice.
● All student temperatures will be checked using a non-touch thermometer at carline.
Kindergarten teachers must check any student that comes to their back door with a parent.
Each Arrival Assistant will be asking three questions: “Has anyone in this car been sick? Is
anyone at your house sick? Have you been with anyone in the last 24 hours that has tested
positive for COVID?” Anyone in the car with a temperature of 99.6 degrees or higher will be sent
to the Re-Check area on the West side of the building. If the Re-Check representative confirms
the temperature, the whole car will go home. If a student has a cough, they will be sent to the
Re-Check area. If the representative confirms the cough, only that student will be sent home.
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Student Dismissal
All students are required to be picked up from school using the carline. In order to comply with the
recommendation of limiting nonessential visitors on campus, parents walking in the building for
dismissal will not be permitted during initial phases.

The following safety measures related to dismissal will be implemented during this initial period.
● Families will have a designated pickup area of the carline based on the student’s teacher and
their dismissal location. You will be provided the dismissal details during your child’s zoom
orientation. You will also be emailed a specific card to place in your window for dismissal. Your
teacher will give you a colored card to replace the one you printed at the end of the first day of
school:
● You must pick up each child separately, due to each class being kept in separate locations. You
may have to go through the line two or three times if you have children in different divisions. For
example, if you have a first-grade student and a third-grade student, you will need to drive
through the dismissal lines two times.

Classroom Arrangement
The following safety measures related to the classroom arrangement will be implemented:
•

Classroom desks/tables will be placed 5-6 feet apart

•

Desks are arranged facing the same direction

•

Desks will be sanitized and cleaned periodically during the day.

•

Classrooms will be sanitized each evening.

Face Masks
•

Masks should be worn all day except during recess or lunch/snack.

•

Every student should bring 2 clean masks to school every day.

•

Lanyards will be provided for students with break-away ability.

•

Cloth masks are preferred by the health department, but full-face shields are accepted as an
alternative if needed for health reasons.

•

Mask uniform rules follow three simple principles: nothing offensive, nothing political, nothing
scary. They can be colorful and patterned

•

All staff will be wearing masks/face shields as well.
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Class Transitions
The following safety measures related to classroom transitions will be implemented initially:
● Classroom transitions have been limited
● Students are required to wear a face mask/covering all day except at recess and lunch.
● Students will be encouraged to maintain social distancing in the classroom and hallways
during transition times

Water Fountains
The following safety measures related to the use of school water fountains will be implemented:
● Water fountains are closed. Students should bring a water bottle for use during school at
water bottle filling stations.
● Students need to bring a water bottle each day.

Lunch/Snack
The following safety measures related to the school lunch program will be implemented:
● Students will eat lunch in the classroom.
● Students will not be able to purchase a school lunch or use a microwave.
● Each student should bring his/her own snack/lunch from home. There will be no shared food.
● Students will wash/sanitize their hands before and after eating lunch and snack.
● Desks will be cleaned at the completion of lunch daily.

Restrooms
The following safety measures related to the restroom use will be implemented:
● Hand sanitizer stations will be placed in appropriate spaces around the campus.
● After using the restroom, students will be reminded and encouraged to thoroughly wash their
hands with soap and water.
● Students will be sent in scheduled classroom groups to use the hallway restrooms.
Individual students will be allowed to use the designated single restrooms when the need
arises, outside of group scheduled times.
● Restrooms will be sanitized throughout the school day.

Chapel
Chapel will be delivered via video link directly to the classroom and all classes will watch it during
the regularly assigned chapel time on Wednesday, 8:40-9:20 am.
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Specialist Classes
The following safety measures related to the special area classes will be implemented:
● The K-5 special teachers for Spanish, music, computers are scheduled in for each week.
● PE classes will take place in the Gym or other large spaces. Extra cleaning and social
distancing measures in place.
● K-5 Engineering classes will take place in the PLTW classroom with extra cleaning/sanitizing
measures between classes.
● MS Special teachers will be pushing into each individual class.

Library
The Library will not be open to students at this time. Accelerated Reader, grades 3rd – 5th, testing
will be available to students to test in class.

Recess
The following safety measures related to recess will be implemented:
● Students will have scheduled recess twice per day.
● Each individual class will be assigned to different areas of the campus on a rotating basis.
● Social distancing measures will be encouraged. Each class will have its own equipment that
will be sanitized each day.
● All students will be given a lanyard to attach their masks to. These lanyards will have a
break-away connector for safety sake. Masks will be worn to recess but can be moved and
placed inside the shirt for safety sake. They are worn back into the classroom after recess.

Field Trips
All field trips will be replaced with in-house on-campus field trip learning opportunities.

Uniforms
Chapel uniform continues on Wednesdays. Friday is Walk-a-thon T-shirt day with free dress day on
the third Friday of every month. Mask uniform rules follow three simple principles: nothing
offensive, nothing political, nothing scary.
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NCA FAQs
How will my child(ren) know where to go and in which direction once they come to the school
building?
Students will be educated on facility movement expectations on their first day of school. Our
movement around the campus will be changed due to the necessity of social distancing.
Can I walk my child(ren) up to the lobby instead of using the car line?
We ask parents to utilize the car line at all times unless your child has to be picked up outside of
normal arrival and departure times or you have a Kindergarten student. (This is only for arrival.)
Can I pick up my child(ren) at the end of day by walking up to the lobby and waiting?
Parents will not be able to walk in to pick up.
Can I still carpool with family and/or neighbors and friends?
Carpooling is a personal preference. Any child and those in the car with that child with a fever of 99.6
will need to leave school directly from the carline with whoever is driving them.
Can my child(ren) bring their own personal backpacks to school?
Yes. Students are permitted to bring backpacks to school. We do ask that you limit items to only
those the student needs for school. No personal belongings outside of school supplies, water bottles,
approved outerwear, or lunchbox should come to school.
Can my child(ren) bring their own snack to school?
Yes, students are allowed to bring their own snacks.
Can I visit my child(ren)’s classroom?
Not at this time, however, we are praying for this to change soon.
What if I need to pick up my child(ren) early for an appointment?
Please notify your child’s teacher and the office prior to picking your child up. Notification should be
made first thing in the morning unless an emergency arises. Students will be brought to the front
lobby to meet the parent.
Should I send hand sanitizer with my child(ren) to school for personal use?
Students may bring their own sanitizer if they prefer. The school will be providing sanitizer for
students, faculty, and staff.
Will my child(ren) be with other children on the playground?
Students will be kept separate from other classes during recess. Only one class will be permitted in
each designated area at a time.
When will my child(ren) need to wear face masks?
Face masks are required while at school except during lunch and recess. During recess, it is not
required. Walking to recess and back to class, it is required.
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Middle School Information

Below you will find the routines/plans created with great deliberation and will be subject to change
as the year continues.
Student Arrival
All 1st-8th grade students are required to be dropped off for school using the designated carline. In
order to comply with the recommendation of limiting nonessential visitors on campus, parents
walking students on campus or in the building will not be permitted during the first period of NCA
being back to school. Kindergarten parents will be allowed to park in the main front parking lot and
walk their students down to the back glass doors of their child’s classroom.
The following safety measures related to arrival will be implemented during this initial period:
● Arrival Protocols are a bit different this year. Families will drop off their children during arrival
following the below guidelines:
○ K through 2nd Grade: left side of the carline closest to the school building
○ 3rd Grade-8th Grade: use right or left side of the carline depending on length of line,
parent’s choice.
● All student temperatures will be checked using a non-touch thermometer at carline.
Kindergarten teachers must check any student that comes to their back door with a parent.
Each Arrival Assistant will be asking three questions: “Has anyone in this car been sick? Is
anyone at your house sick? and Have you been with anyone in the last 24 hours that has
tested positive for COVID?” If someone in the car has a temperature of 99.6 or higher the car
will be sent to the Re-Check area on the West side of the building. If the Re-Check
representative confirms the temperature, the whole car will go home. If a student has a
cough, they will be sent to the Re-Check area. If the representative confirms the cough, only
that student will be sent home.
● Once the student has entered the building they will go directly to their classroom. 6th grade
will enter via the Cascade pavilion, 7th will enter via the Olympic, and 8th grade will enter
down the stairs at the side entrance of the Olympic Pavilion.
Student Dismissal
All students are required to be picked up from school using the carline. In order to comply with the
recommendation of limiting nonessential visitors on campus, parents walking in the building for
dismissal will not be permitted during initial phases.
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The following safety measures related to dismissal will be implemented during this initial period:
● You will be provided the dismissal details during your child’s zoom orientation. You will also
be emailed a specific card to place in your window for dismissal. Your teacher will give you a
colored card to replace the one you printed at the end of the first day of school: MS student
pickup will occur in front of the Pavilions.
● You must pick up each child separately, due to each class being kept in separate locations.
You may have to go through the line two or three times if you have children in different
divisions. For example, if you have a first-grade student and a third-grade student, you will
need to drive through the dismissal lines two times.
Classroom Arrangement
The following safety measures related to the classroom arrangement will be implemented:
• Classroom desks/tables will be placed 5-6 feet apart.
• Desks are arranged facing the same direction.
• Desks will be sanitized and cleaned periodically during the day.
• Classrooms will be sanitized each evening.
Face Masks
• Masks should be worn all day except during recess or lunch/snack.
• Every student should bring 2 clean masks to school every day.
• Lanyards will be provided for students with break-away ability.
• Cloth masks are preferred but full-face shields are accepted as an alternative if needed for
health reasons.
• Mask uniform rules follow three simple principles: nothing offensive, nothing political, nothing
scary. They can be colorful and patterned
• All staff will be wearing masks/face shields as well.
• Masks will need to be fitted from top to bottom.
Class Transitions
The following safety measures related to classroom transitions will be implemented:
● Classroom transitions have been limited.
● Students are required to wear a face mask/covering all day except at recess and lunch.
● Students will be required to maintain social distancing in the classroom and hallways during
transition times.
Lockers
• Students will not use lockers.
• Textbooks will remain in the classroom and not be shared.
• Students will access most of their textbooks online.
• Backpacks will be kept with the student under the desk.
Water Fountains
The following safety measures related to the use of school water fountains will be implemented:
● Water fountains are closed. Students should bring a water bottle for use during school at
water bottle filling stations.
● Students need to bring a water bottle each day.
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Lunch/Snack
The following safety measures related to the school lunch program will be implemented:
● Students will eat lunch in the classroom.
● Students will not be able to purchase a school lunch or use a microwave.
● Each student should bring his/her own snack/lunch from home. There will be no shared food.
● Students will wash/sanitize their hands before and after eating lunch and snack.
● Desks will be cleaned at the completion of lunch daily.
● No food delivery (uber eats etc.)
● Parents will receive a phone call home on forgotten lunches, parents can drop off a lunch at
the front lobby desk.
Restrooms
The following safety measures related to the restroom use will be implemented:
● Hand sanitizer stations will be placed in appropriate spaces around the campus.
● After using the restroom, students will be reminded and encouraged to thoroughly wash their
hands with soap and water
● Students will be sent in scheduled classroom groups to use the hallway restrooms.
Individual students will be allowed to use the designated single restrooms when the need
arises, outside of group scheduled times.
● Restrooms will be sanitized throughout the school day.
Chapel
Chapel will be delivered via video link directly to the classroom and all classes will watch it during
the regularly assigned chapel time on Wednesday, 8:40-9:20 am.
Specialist Classes
The following safety measures related to the special area classes will be implemented:
● Middle school will be offering an exploration rotation where MS Specialist will push into MS
classes for one week of instruction. They will rotate on a weekly basis.
Recess/Break
The following safety measures related to recess will be implemented:
● Students will have scheduled breaks twice per day.
● Each individual class will be assigned to different areas of the campus on a rotating basis.
● Social distancing measures will be encouraged. Each class will have its own equipment that
will be sanitized each day.
● All students will be given a lanyard to attach their masks to. These lanyards will have a
break-away connector for students’ safety. Masks will be worn to recess and can be
removed once the student reaches their assigned area. They are worn back into the
classroom after recess. Additionally, MS students will have a 20 min lunch recess.
Field Trips/Extra Curricular/Athletics
These activities are postponed at this time.
Uniforms
Chapel uniform continues on Wednesdays. Friday is Walk-a-thon T-shirt day with free dress day on
the third Friday of every month. Mask uniform rules follow three simple principles: nothing
offensive, nothing political, nothing scary. PE uniforms can be worn on students’ regular assigned
PE days which can be found on their schedule via RenWeb/FACTS. On Wednesday it will be a
regular uniform day, no PE attire.
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NCA FAQs
How will my child(ren) know where to go and in which direction once they come to the school
building?
Students will be educated on facility movement expectations on their first day of school. Our
movement around the campus will be changed due to the necessity of social distancing.
Can I drop off my child or meet my child for pickup in the lobby?
No, all middle school parents are required to utilize the car line for arrival and dismissal, unless your
child must be picked up or dropped off during school hours. In that case, they will go through the
front lobby.
Can I still carpool with family, neighbors, and friends?
Carpooling is a personal preference. Any child and those in the car with that child with a fever of 99.6
will need to leave school directly from the carline with whoever is driving them.
Can my child(ren) bring their own personal backpacks to school?
Yes. Students are permitted to bring backpacks to school. We do ask that you limit items to only
those the student needs for school. No personal belongings outside of school supplies, water bottles,
approved outerwear, or lunchbox should come to school. Backpacks should be free from anything
political, scary, or offensive.
Can my child(ren) bring their own snack to school?
Yes, students are allowed to bring their own snacks. Please be mindful of peanut allergies.
Can I visit my child(ren)’s classroom?
We love our middle school parent volunteers but at this time only NCA faculty and staff are allowed
in the classrooms, hallways, and pavilions.
What if I need to pick up my child(ren) early for an appointment?
Please notify the middle school office as well as the middle attendance email at
msattendance@nca.school prior to picking your child up. Notification should be made first thing in
the morning unless an emergency arises. Students will be brought to the front lobby.
Should I send hand sanitizer with my child(ren) to school for personal use?
Students may bring their own sanitizer if they prefer. The school will be providing sanitizer for
students, faculty, and staff.
Will my child(ren) be with other children on the playground?
Students will be kept separate from other classes during recess. Only one class will be permitted in
each designated area at a time.
When will my child(ren) need to wear face masks?
Face masks are required while at school except during lunch and recess. During recess, it is not
required. Walking to recess and back to class, it is required.
What if my child arrives late or is coming from an appointment back to school?
Students will need to enter the east side of the building to the front lobby, get their temperature
taken, and be directed back to the middle school.
Will there be sharing of Chromebooks between students?
A personal Chromebook will be issued to each student for use at school.
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Before & Afterschool Care
Student Life Details

Limited Extended Care is Available!
Before and After School Care will be continuing this year, starting September 14th. Please be
aware that spots are limited and there are many changes this year due to our ongoing efforts to
keep everyone safe and healthy.
HOURS
Monday-Fridays, Before Care: 7:00 AM to 8:00 AM
Monday-Thursday, After Care: End of school to 5:30 PM
Fridays, After Care: Noon to 5:30 PM
PRICES
This year’s prices are for the entire year of After Care, and students may use After Care Hours at
any time of the year. The yearly fee will be split up monthly and included automatically with your
tuition payment. When you sign up for After Care, you will be billed for Mondays-Thursdays, and will
need to pay additionally for Fridays noon to 5:30pm. We are doing this to allow flexibility for families
that may need Fridays ONLY due to our early dismissal.
Prices for 2020-2021 are as follows:
•
•
•

Mondays-Fridays, Before Care $1,000 per year
Monday-Thursdays, After Care $1,500 per year
Fridays, after school to 5:30pm an additional $800

NEW SAFETY MEASURES
Please take into consideration that After Care is going to look very different this year from what your
student is used to. One important change to note is regarding snacks. All students who would like to
have an after school snack will need to provide their own this year. Thank you so much for your
understanding and helping us to keep everyone safe!
SIGN-UP DETAILS
Slots are limited, on a first-come basis. Registration opens August 28, 2020. Look for an email
which will be sent directly to parents.
If you have questions, please contact our Extended Care Supervisor, Breanna Menzies at
breannam@nca.school.
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The Arts & Athletics
Student Life Details
The Arts
More information to come soon on these class offerings.

Athletics
Unfortunately, we will not be able to offer Fall Sports due to the pandemic and the decision by our
Athletics Conference. We pray that sports will be able to proceed for Winter Sports. We will keep
parents posted on updates. Fall Sports registration fees will be refunded. Please contact NCA’s
Athletic Director, Rachel Diede if you have any questions.
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BACK TO SCHOOL
Calendar
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Digital Platforms
Supplemental Materials

Zoom is a video conferencing
platform that can be used to provide a
LIVE (synchronous) virtual class
meeting space similar to Google
Hangout/Meet.

RenWeb/FACTS will continue to be our
main School Information System
where parents and students can access
grades, calendars, announcements,
and more.

Google Classroom is the platform that will be used
in K through 8th grade. Students will become
accustomed to managing their work, discussions, and
assignments through this platform.
Class assignments, videos, and announcements will be
housed in Google Classroom.
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Returning Safely to Campus
In Case You Missed It

Principles for Reopening
Our principles for reopening are to:
•

Protect the health and safety of students and faculty/staff

•

Be compliant with state government recommendations

•

Utilize guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Department of Health
(DOH)

•

Establish effective use of spaces and places to support physical distancing

•

Provide students with some familiarity of school routines for learning

•

Set clear expectations for all

First Days of School
Our teams are preparing for students to return to campus as follows:
•

We will have parent orientation virtually.

•

K-5 Students with a last name starting with A-L will be on campus September 8 and 9.

•

K-5 Students with a last name starting with M-Z will be on campus on September 10 and 11.

•

All K-6 students return on Monday, Sept. 14, for the first day of school together.

•

All K-7 Grade students return on Tuesday, Sept. 15, for the first day of school together.

•

All K-8 Grade students return on Wednesday, Sept. 16, for the first day of school together.

•

Each of these first days above will be full days of learning.

As we move forward in planning and preparation, we will closely monitor and follow the guidelines
and recommendations as they are released by the government, CDC, and DOH.

We anticipate ending the school year as planned on Thursday, June 17. While our priority is to be
on campus as much as possible, we are also preparing for potential interruptions and may need to
adjust the calendar accordingly. As always, we will communicate with you and provide families with
more information when and if needed.
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Closing Notes
Here to Support You

Communications
We are committed to providing clear and continuous communication of essential information and
updates for our families. Parents can expect to receive communication through email notifications,
newsletters, and NCA social media updates (Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter). The NCA website
will also serve as a resource hub for parent and student information. As always, we will
communicate clearly and often with families.

Leadership
Flexibility and transparency are of the utmost importance and we want to encourage you to contact
our team if you have any questions about how we are serving your family. NCA is here to not only
provide a sense of continuity of learning for your child(ren), but also to provide a strong and safe
community for your entire family.
In conclusion, our leadership team is committed to following Jesus’ example and guidance in all
decisions for fulfilling our God-given mission.

Stronger Together On-Campus
We are looking forward to seeing our students and families!

Welcome Back Northshore!
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